One may, I think, assert, without fear of contradiction, that in this country, at any rate, the use of no drug is so universal as that of ergot in midwifery. The student who is launching on the unknown sea of his ' cases ' feels that his first step is taken when he has purchased, it; the general medical practitioner, summoned in haste, may forget his chloroform and his forceps, but will not omit to put ergot in his pocket; the midwife gives it in all and sundry cases where delay occurs in the delivery, too often, alas, with most disastrous effects to both mother and child. Our patients, more especially those who have already been through the hands of the older school of practitioners, clamour, one and all, for the 'doctor's tea' as soon as the pains begin to flag, and although the younger generation may rather beg for chloroform, it is not probably because they disbelieve in the efficacy of ergot, but rather because they desire their labour to be painless. 
